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PPS RECORDS FOR 
116 HOPE STREET 
PLAT 16, LOT 216 

 
ABNER HALL HOUSE 

Built 1826-1827 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
“A fine and characteristic monitor-on-hip-roof late Federal house with a 3-bay façade, quoined 
corners, rope-like cornice moldings, and side-hall entrance with banded Gothick colonnettes, 
sidelights, and blind elliptical fan.  This is a well preserved example of a once-pervasive local 
type of the period 1810-1835.” 
   --Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic Resources (1986), p. 187.  
 
The house stands on a 8,268 sq.ft. lot at the northwest corner of Hope and Williams Streets, in 
a block also bounded by Brook Street (to the west) and Power Street (to the north).  The 
rectangular lot has 60 feet of frontage on the west side of Hope Street, and about 137 feet of 
frontage on the north side of Williams Street.  
 
 
HISTORY: 
 
Abner Hall came to Providence in the second decade of the 19th century and, together with his 
brothers and Welcome Farnum, operated a fleet of packet schooners that traveled between 
Providence and Philadelphia.1  In late October of 1825 he acquired a large lot at the northwest 
corner of Hope and Williams Streets, and tax records indicate that the house was erected 
between 1826-1827.2   A large addition at the rear appears to have been constructed in the 
1840s or 1850s. 
 
For most of its 176 years, 116 Hope Street has had a history of long-term ownership.  The Hall 
family held this property for 56 years:  Abner Hall lived here until his death in 1845 and his 
widow, Clarissa Hall, continued to live here until her death in 1868; after that, the property  
passed to the Halls’ daughter Abby and her husband Joseph Bradford, and fifteen years later, in 
1881, their sons Edward and Frank Bradford sold it to a Charles Bliven.  The Bliven family 
retained the house for 40 years, until 1921.  From 1921-1926, William and Abbie Bowen owned 
the house; in 1926, Thomas and Catherine Monahan bought it, and the Monahan family kept it 
for 43 years, until 1969.  Since 1969 the house has had three more owners, most recently 
Catherine Horsey, who bought the property in 2001.    
 

 
1 Sanderson, Edward F. and William McKenzie Woodward.  Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic 
Resources (Providence:  RI Historical Preservation Commission, 1986), p. 187. 
2 Note:  at the time this report was researched and written, 116 Hope Street had two 1970s-era PPS 
markers on it, one reading “Abner Hall House 1828,” and the other reading “Built by Abner Hall 1825-
1828.”  Records confirm that Abner Hall was the first owner-occupant of this house, and thus it is properly 
named after him; however, the phrase “built by” has raised the question: did Hall construct this house 
himself, or did he hire a contractor?  No information was found to answer that question, but records 
clearly do indicate that the house was built sometime between October 1825 and April 1827.  Since it 
seems unlikely that the construction was completed in two months, this report concludes that the 
construction dates were 1826-1827. 
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DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:3 
 
The Fox Point neighborhood was part of the original settlement of Providence in 1636.  Maps of 
Providence in 1650 show Hope Street, then called “The Highway at the Head of the House 
Lots,” as the eastern boundary of the settlement. (The land east of Hope Street was set aside 
for agricultural purposes.)  As the 18th century progressed, Providence became a seaport, 
trading with other American colonies, with the West Indies, and with Europe.  Wharves and 
other shipping-related facilities began to evolve on the Fox Point waterfront, and a residential 
neighborhood of streets and house lots began to take shape adjacent to that waterfront.  Power, 
Williams, and Brook Street were all laid out by the end of the 18th century. A 1798 map of 
Providence identifies Hope Street as “The Ferry Road to India Bridge,” as its southern terminus 
was a bridge that crossed the Seekonk River to what is now East Providence. By 1803, that 
road came to be called Hope Street. 
 
After the Revolutionary War, American merchants were permitted to engage in trade with China 
and India: markets that had previously been monopolized by the British.  Harbor development at 
Fox and India Points intensified to accommodate ships sailing to and from the Far East, and the 
surrounding neighborhood likewise became more densely inhabited.  (Abner Hall, engaged in 
maritime commerce at the interstate rather than the international level, likely docked his packet 
ships on the Providence River, a few blocks west of his house, rather than at Fox or India Points 
to the south.).  In the early 19th century Fox Point was Providence’s transportation hub, with 
both shipping and, later, railroad facilities for conveying raw materials, finished products, trade 
goods, mail, foodstuffs and other items, and people.   Easy access to transportation networks 
attracted manufacturers to Fox Point as well, and the waterfront remained industrialized well 
into the 20th century.  Many Fox Point residents in the early to middle years of the 19th century 
were immigrants, particularly the Irish, who came to work on the railroads and in the factories.  
The part of Fox Point west of Hope Street and south of Power Street was mostly built out before 
the Civil War.   
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
116 Hope Street is a contributing building within the College Hill National Landmark District on 
the National Register of Historic Places (listed 1977); the nomination form identifies the building 
as the “Abner Hall House, 1828.”  The house is not located within the College Hill Historic 
District Overlay Zone, designated by the City of Providence zoning ordinance. 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  Plate II 
shows Hope Street (then “Ferry Road”) and Power Street (“Powers Lane”), but no Williams 
Street (laid out in 1799).  A large, long and narrow lot west of Hope Street and south of Power 
Street was owned by Clark & Nightingale (a shipping firm).  (Archives) 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Page C4 shows the block bounded by Hope, 
Williams, Brook and Power Streets.  The house at 116 Hope Street stands at the northwest 
corner of Hope and Williams, oriented at a slight angle to both streets; its footprint indicates that 
                                                      
3 Sanderson and Woodward, pp. 16-18 and 43.  
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the rear addition had been constructed by this time.  The map does not identify the owner of the 
property, nor the size of the lot.   (Archives) 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Ward 3), Plate T shows 
the block bounded by Hope, Williams, Brook and Power Streets.  The house at 116 Hope Street 
stands on a 8,036 sq.ft. lot at the corner of Hope and Williams, owned by James Bradford.4 The 
lot is numbered 9, which is the original lot number it had when Abner Hall bought the land in 
1825. The map illustrates a horse-drawn street car line on Hope Street:  the availability of public 
transportation would have enhanced the attractiveness of this area for residential development.  
The entire block is built out save for two vacant lots at the corner of Brook and Williams Streets.  
(Archives) 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 1 shows the block bounded 
by Hope, Williams, Brook, and Power Streets.   The house at 116 Hope Street stands on a lot 
numbered 9 (no lot size is indicated) at the corner of Hope and Williams, owned by the Bradford 
Estate.  Sewer and water lines had been installed around the entire block, and a trolley line was 
operating on Brook Street:  further amenities for residential living in the neighborhood. The two  
lots at the corner of Brook and Williams Streets remain vacant. (Archives) 
   
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 7 (pages 36-37) shows the 
block bounded by Hope, Williams, Brook, and Power Streets.  The house at 116 Hope Street 
stands at the corner of Hope and Williams on a 8,036 sq.ft. lot.  The owner’s name is not 
indicated. The two lots at the corner of Brook and Williams Streets remain vacant.  (Archives) 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 16 shows Lot 216 at the northwest corner of Hope and 
Williams Streets.  The lot measures 8,036 sq.ft.:  61.45 feet on Hope Street and 138.81 feet on 
Williams Street.  No buildings are shown on this map. (Archives) 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 8 shows the block bounded 
by Hope, Williams, Brook, and Power Streets.  The house at 116 Hope Street stands at the 
corner of Hope and Williams on a 8,036 sq.ft. lot owned by C.P. Bliven, who also owns a double 
house at 176-178 Williams Street next door. The two lots at the corner of Brook and Williams 
Streets remain vacant. (Archives) 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 18 shows the block bounded 
by Hope, Williams, Brook, and Power Streets.  The house at 116 Hope Street stands at the 
corner of Hope and Williams on a 8,036 sq.ft. lot owned by C.P. Bliven, who also owns a double 
house at 176-178 Williams Street next door. The two lots at the corner of Brook and Williams 
Streets remain vacant.  The map refers to the John I. Clark Heirs Plat (see Deed Records, 
below).  (Archives) 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 18 shows the block bounded 
by Hope, Williams, Brook, and Power Streets.  The house at 116 Hope Street stands at the 
corner of Hope and Williams on a 8,036 sq.ft. lot owned by W. Bowen, who also owns a double 
house at 176-178 Williams Street next door. An outbuilding stands at the northwest corner of 
the lot, behind the house.  The two lots at the corner of Brook and Williams Streets remain 
vacant. The map refers to the John I. Clark Heirs Plat on plat card 403. (Archives) 
 

 
4 Note: Tax records indicate that Abby Bradford, wife of Joseph, owned this property in 1871; 
perhaps “James” on this map is an error. 
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1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 18 shows the block bounded 
by Hope, Williams, Brook, and Power Streets.  The house at 116 Hope Street stands at the 
corner of Hope and Williams on a 8,268 sq.ft. lot (so, sometime between 1926 and 1937, 232 
additional square feet were added from an abutting lot).  The property is owned by T.F. 
Monahan et ux. The two lots at the corner of Brook and Williams Streets remain vacant.  The 
map refers to the John I. Clark Heirs Plat on plat card 403.  (Archives) 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 51, Page 22-23:  Inserted between these pages is a map entitled “Plat of Land 
Belonging to the Heirs of the Late John I. Clark Esq., surveyed and platted October 7, 1825 by 
Benoni Lockwood,” recorded October 18, 1825.  The map shows the block bounded by Hope, 
Williams, Brook and Power Street divided into 15 house lots.  Lot #9 is at the corner of Hope 
and Williams, measuring 60 feet on Hope Street, 138.4 feet on Williams Street, and 59.52 feet 
on its west boundary (the north boundary measurement is not indicated).  The three house lots 
fronting on Hope Street are nearly double the size of the other dozen lots in this block (all of 
those measure 50 by 91 feet, or 4,550 sq.ft.).   
 
Deed Book 51, Page 57:  On October 24, 1825, an indenture was executed between grantors 
Oliver and Anne Eliza Kane of Albany, New York and Robert and Harriet Hare of Philadelphia 
(that is, the heirs of John I. Clark), selling to Abner Hall of Providence, for $400, “a piece of land 
that is part of a great lot commonly called the East Laws Lot, to wit Lot No. 9” on the plat map 
recorded in DB 51/22-23 (see above).  The deed refers to “appurtenances” on the lot, but does 
not specify any buildings. 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
Building permit records do not go back as far as 1825. 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were published in 
a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total assessment for any real and 
personal property (without specifying where real estate was located), and the total tax due.  
Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized by property owner name) indicating the plat 
and lot number of any real estate and the assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
Tax Books 
 
1827:  Abner Hall was assessed for real estate at $2,800 (14 tax units at $200 per unit).  The 
book does not indicate where this real estate was located, or itemize the assessment for land 
and buildings.  However, $2,800 was a substantial sum in 1825, which would seem to indicate 
the presence of a building on Abner Hall’s land. 
 
1828-1841:  Abner Hall’s assessment for real estate dropped to $2,600 in 1828 and dropped 
again to $2,500 in 1830, remaining at that level until 1841. 
 
1842-1843:  Abner Hall’s assessment for real estate increased to $3,000 in 1842, and again to 
$3,500 in 1843.  A total increase in value of $1,000 seems to indicate some improvements 
made to the house, possibly related to the addition at the rear.  The assessment remained 
steady at $3,500 until 1846. 
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1846-1847:  Abner Hall Heirs’ assessment for real estate increased to $4,000 in 1846, and 
again to $4,200 in 1847.  A total increase in value of $700 indicates some improvements made 
to the house, possibly related to the addition at the rear.  The assessment remained steady at 
$4,200 until 1854. 
 
1854-1855: Abner Hall’s assessment for real estate increased to $5,400 in 1846, and again to 
$5,600 in 1847.  This is the biggest increase in assessed value during this period -- $1,400 – 
which also indicates some improvements made to the house, possibly related to the addition at 
the rear.  The assessment remained steady at $5,600 until 1854. 
 
[Note these figures are not entirely consistent with the tax ledger beginning in 1854; see below.] 
 
Tax Ledgers 
 
Tax Ledger A1, Page 358:  On August 1, 1854, Plat 16 Lot 216, measuring 8,010 sq.ft., owned 
by Abner Hall Heirs, was assessed at $3,604 for land and $2,000 for buildings (value per foot:  
$45). 
 
Tax Ledger B2, Page 389:  On April 1, 1867, Plat 16 Lot 216, measuring 8,010 sq.ft., owned by 
Abner Hall Heirs, was assessed at $3,604 for land and $2,500 for buildings (value per foot:  
$45).  On May 1, 1871, the property was transferrred to Abby D. Bradford, wife of Joseph 
Bradford, and reassessed at $4,005 for land and $2,500 for buildings (value per foot:  $50).   
 
[These records indicate that some improvements were made to the building between 1854 and 
1867, but do not specify what those improvements were.] 
 
Index of Births, Marriages and Deaths (Archives) 
 
Abner Hall died October 10, 1845. 
 
Clarissa Hall, widow of Abner, died December 26, 1868. 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories (contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; also included a house directory, 
listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894). 
 
Providence House Directories (published separately from the city directory, 1895-1937; 
published biannually from 1901.  Lists all residential buildings by street address, and also 
contains a street directory.  This directory is typically a year behind the city directory.) 
 
Directories are not available for 1825-1827, when Abner Hall acquired this property and built 
this house.  The first city directory was published in 1850. 
 
Assessor’s Field Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Plat 16, Lot 216 – Williams Street 
 
Charles P. Bliven owned the property as of February 1, 1882. 
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William F. Bowen and wife Abbie E. Bowen owned the property as joint tenants, as of May 2, 

1921. 
Thomas F. Monahan and wife Catherine M. Monahan owned the property as joint tenants, as of 
 December 1926. 
Thomas F. Monahan Estate owned the property as of June 1940. 
Thomas F. Monahan and Ellen L. Monahan, trustees under the will of Thomas F. Monahan,  
 owned the property as joint tenants as of June 15, 1940. 
Winifred J. Russell, Catherine E. Monahan, Mary F. Hanley, and Ellen L. Monahan owned  
 the property as of December 1950. 
Winifred J. Russell Estate, Catherine E. Monahan, Mary F. Hanley, and Ellen L. Monahan  

owned the property as of December 1959. 
Catherine E. Monahan ¼, Ellen L. Monahan ½, and Mary F. Hanley ¼ owned the property 
 as of December 1960. 
Catherine E. Monahan 3/8 and Ellen L. Monahan 5/8 owned the property as of December 1960. 
Catherine E. Monahan owned the property as of December 1963. 
Catherine A. Hackman owned the property as of December 1969.  (Refers to Will Book 14, 

page 116.) 
David W. Chase and wife Barbara L. Chase owned the property as of August 22, 1972.  (Refers 
 to Deed Book 1169, page 684).  
Catherine A. Horsey owned the property as of June 29, 2001.  (Refers to DB 4743/104.)  
 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
June 2003 


	1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 7 (pages 36-37) shows the block bounded by Hope, Williams, Brook, and Power Streets.  The house at 116 Hope Street stands at the corner of Hope and Williams on a 8,036 sq.ft. lot.  The owner’s name is not indicated. The two lots at the corner of Brook and Williams Streets remain vacant.  (Archives)
	Intent to Build Records (Archives)
	Tax Records (Archives)
	Tax Books
	Tax Ledgers

	Directories (Archives)
	June 2003



